8                     SAILOR     ON     HORSEBACK

with typhoid had cost her a good part of her eyesight and
hair. She had a big nose, big ears, a sallow complexion, and
was without taste in dress. Flora came of good Welsh stock,
her grandmother, Mrs. Joel Well man, having guided her
four children across the Allegheny Mountains in mid-
winter, just after 1800, from Canadagua, New York, to
Wayne County, Ohio, a journey which demanded energy,
self-reliance, and courage.

Mrs. Joel Well man's two sons, Hiram and Marshall,
grandfather of Jack London, inherited these traits. While on
a visit to Cleveland they went by boat in the late fall to an
island in Put-In Bay, The boat failed to stop on its return
and last trip for the year and the two boys were abandoned
on the desolate island without food or shelter, and winter
about to set in. With only such tools as they could make
out of rocks and driftwood they constructed a raft of sufficient
strength to carry them not only to the mainland, but all
the way to Cleveland.

Marshall Wellman settled in Massillon, Ohio, where he
built canals, patented inventions, chief among which is the
Wellman coal grate, accumulated considerable wealth, and
built one of the most beautiful homes in Massillon, in which
his daughter Flora was born.

Flora Wellman had all the advantages of her times*

She was trained in music, educated at a finishing school, was

well read, used good English, and had polished manners. As

the daughter of the wealthy Wellman family she could

have taken her choice of husbands and settled down, as did

her brothers and sisters, to a prosperous and solid life,

But somewhere the machinery slipped a cog; clever inventor

as he was, Marshall Wellman could not think up a device to

keep his daughter in line, She was said by her friends to be a

clever and intelligent woman but a neurotic, a woman of

unstable emotions who had difficulty in holding herself

to any given discipline or direction. The attack of typhus

she suffered at the age of twenty is said to have left her mind

in a disorderly state,

At the age of twenty-five Flora put her belongings in a